COLFAX CITY COUNCIL

May 18, 2026
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Retzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
ROLL CALL:

Golden, McRae, Schaefer, Mackleit and Guenthner: Present. Sevedge and Huntwork: Absent.
A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Schaefer to excuse Sevedge and Huntwork. Roll
Call: All Yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Mackleit to approve the minutes from the May 4,
2026 Council meeting. Roll Call: All Yes.

GOOD OF THE CITY:

Colfax High School Sports Teams are heading to State Tournaments: Baseball, Softball and
gggi;lx FFA had several participate in the FFA State Convention in Pullman that did very well.
Junior Rodeo Finals will be in Walla Walla with Colfax kids participating.

Mike Morgan had a great final band concert.

The flower pots are out on Main Street.

BILLS AND CLAIMS:
A motion was entered by Schaefer, seconded by Mackleit to approve all bills and claims as
presented. Roll Call: All Yes.

CLAIMS PAYROLL
#11741, 11748-11775 & EFT #11742-11747 & EFT
$1,343,815.18 $69,036.79

GRAND TOTAL: $1,412,851.97

CITIZENS REQUEST:

Jeremiah Roberts- 609 S Meadow- requested an update regarding an RV parked on South Lake
Street. He noted that he made an initial complaint three weeks ago and the trailer has not moved.
Roberts expressed frustration that the ordinance is not being enforced and suggested that if no
action is taken, the ordinance should be changed.



COLFAX CITY COUNCIL
May 18, 2026
Chief Michael Melcher responded they have spoken with the resident and are working towards a
resolution. Melcher stated there is a process the city follows for nuisances and a resolution takes
time. Melcher went on to say he and the officers have checked and the resident has moved the
trailer up the street some. They will keep the pressure on him to get it off the street.

PUBLIC HEARING:
PRESENTATION/WORK STUDY:
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 26-10 Hotel Motel Application- Swim Team-

Regarding the Hotel Motel Application for the swim team (Resolution 26-10), this application is
the same as those submitted in years past. The swim team typically rents the pool to host a
county-wide meet, which brings several teams to the area from long distances.

The Council has requested that a representative be present in person to speak on behalf of the
application. Consequently, Resolution 26-10 will be tabled until someone can attend a meeting to
discuss the request.

Proposed Main Street Improvements-

City Administrator Matt Hammer distributed a draft regarding proposed Main Street
improvements. Hammer spoke with a consultant regarding a pedestrian safe proposal to upgrade
the area.

Key details of the plan include:

-Infrastructure: The electrical boxes on Main Street are currently rusting and in need of repair,
overgrown trees and hard to maintain bulb-outs.

-Traffic Flow: The proposal changes the traffic flow from four lanes to two, which will allow for
wider lanes and the addition of a bike lane.

-Safety: The intersection will feature bump outs to increase pedestrian visibility to traffic.

Schaefer asked if bikes then would not be allowed on Main Street sidewalks, he would hate to
see kids out in bike lane closer to traffic.

Hammer responded that kids would still be allowed to ride on sidewalks the bike lane is more for
cyclists coming through town.

Hammer went on to say there is $5,000,000 available for Complete Street Grant Funding and the
TIB (Transportation Improvement Board) is very supportive of the project as well.

Hammer wanted to start with the council for approval before moving on to public comment. If
the council does not support there is no reason to go further. This plan is to help slow traffic
through the downtown corridor and improve sidewalks. Our match would be 5% and this is a
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three- or four-year plan. Hammer stated the process would be if council approves, we would hold
public meetings for public comment, then it would need to be approved by WSDOT.
Hammer mentioned the bump outs will make street sweeping easier and the two-lane street will
match the traffic flow coming off of the proposed round about. Dayton has completed this type
of Main Street restructure. Hammer also pointed out the round about has been pushed out to
2029.

Mackleit and Guenthner would like public input and also be interested in feedback from Dayton,
if they like this type of street structure.

Golden stated if the council approves of this, they have to back the city 100% and be at the
public meetings to defend the proposal.

Hammer will reach out to Dayton to get feedback on their Main Street and give the council time
to think it over.

Mackleit asked about the replacement of the runaway signal that used to be on Canyon Street.
Hammer stated last he spoke with WSDOT, they are not interested in replacing the signal. He
will reach out and ask again.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
Police:
Chief Melcher reported the department had EVOC driving training in Lewiston.

Melcher attended a Chief and Sheriff’s spring training in Spokane, the new laws coming into
effect was a lot of the discussion.

Police interviews will be next week, one lateral interview and one entry level.

Traffic stats:

37- traffic stops

30 — calls for service
12 — infractions

3 — criminal cases

Public Works:

Hammer stated construction is progressing, with a proposed Main Street paving date of May
29™ Main Street work will continue as well as changing the traffic flow to accommodate the
next phase of work.

June 10" is the date to pave Meadow Street.
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Administration:
Finance Amanda Link set up lateral and entry level interview will for next week.
Link continues to work on the annual report.

COMMITTEE/BOARD/COMISSION REPORTS:

Parks Board:

Golden reported the Park Board met tonight prior to council. The discussion focused on how to
spend left over funds originally intended for the pool slide. During the last meeting it was
decided the climbing wall was a no-go. There was approximately $80,000 available to spend.
The shade structures and basketball hoop estimated at $67,000 leaving a balance $13,000 which
will be used for deck side furniture.

The board approved a Colfax High School senior proposal to paint sea creatures on the walls at
the pool.

The start up of the pool went well last week.
Lifeguard training is ongoing at the Hospital Therapy Pool.
June 5™ is opening day at the pool.

Skatepark touch ups are complete and the entry gate was moved to the parking lot side of the
skatepark.

A grand opening of the pool is scheduled for July 1 1* at the pool
OTHER BUSINESS:

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

MAYORS REPORT:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Retzer adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.
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