COLFAX CITY COUNCIL
August 3, 2026

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Pro Tem Tom Huntwork called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL:
Golden, McRae, Schaefer, Mackleit, Sevedge and Huntwork: Present. Guenthner: Absent. A
motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Schaefer to excuse Guenthner. Roll Call: All Yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Mackleit to approve the minutes from the July 20,
2026 Council meeting. Roll Call: All Yes.

GOOD OF THE CITY:
Colfax Fire and several surrounding fire departments assisted with the recent Spokane Fire.

BILLS AND CLAIMS:
A motion was entered by Schaefer, seconded by McRae to approve all bills and claims as
presented. Roll Call: All Yes.

CLAIMS PAYROLL
#11996-12019 & EFT #11982-11995 & EFT
$33,470.33 $135,015.94

GRAND TOTAL: $168,486.27
CITIZENS REQUEST:

PUBLIC HEARING:
PRESENTATION/WORK STUDY:

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Main Street Improvement Project:

City Administrator Matt Hammer provided an update regarding the community outreach meeting
held at the Center on July 22nd. While turnout was low, attendees' questions were answered, and
the feedback was generally positive.

The project application was submitted ahead of the July 31st deadline. Hammer confirmed with
the TIB that the application can be withdrawn if the council decides not to move forward. If
approved, the grant will cover the $25,000 cost of a required traffic analysis, the study will look
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at past WSDOT traffic counts. We will need WSDOT and council approval to proceed.

The proposed project phases are as follows:

- Phase 1 (2027): Restriping Main Street to one lane in each direction, adding a bike lane, and a
center turn lane.
- Phase 2: Sidewalk repairs, new intersection bulb-outs, and beautification.

- Currently, our sidewalks are in poor shape and out of compliance with ADA regulations. Also,
under this plan, the trees will be removed and replaced with better options and placement.

- Sevedge asked why there is a big rush, noting that this is a big decision in a small timeframe
and that many citizens are against the plans.

- Hammer stated that the TIB Grant Application deadline was moved up. Notice for the public
meeting was given to the paper, which they neglected to run in the Gazette, but it was published
in the Bulletin two times and posted on social media.

- Golden stated that he reached out to several downtown businesses and many are in favor of
the idea. He also pointed out that this grant money may not be available in the future.

- Schaefer stated this is a good way to get our sidewalks repaired and upgraded with ADA
compliance.

- The match for the grant is 5%, which Hammer stated is available in the street reserves. This is
a TIB Complete Streets Grant, which takes into account all modes of transportation: pedestrian,
bicycle, and motor vehicle.

- Mackleit reached out to several businesses and citizens as well and thinks these changes are
not a necessity, though Mackleit agreed that the intersections do need attention.

- Scott Ackerman (844 W Fairview) stated that he and several business owners he spoke with
were not aware of the public meeting. Ackerman owns businesses on Main and is not opposed to
change, but has concerns with this proposal. A few specific concerns are drivers will find it
difficult to turn left out of parking lots onto Main Street and overall traffic flow is a concern
particularly on busy days.

-The City Council expressed concem regarding the City’s communication efforts and the need to
improve how information about City projects, activities, and other matters is communicated to
the public.

A motion was entered by Mackleit, seconded by Golden to approve the Main Street
Improvement Project. Roll Call: Huntwork, Golden, McRae and Schaefer: Yes. Sevedge and
Mackleit: No. The motion carried by a majority vote.

NEW BUSINESS:
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
Police:
Chief Michael Melcher reported Ivan Martinez will graduate from academy on August 18
Melcher will be attending the graduation ceremony and will not be here next council meeting.

Stats:

33- calls for service

26- traffic stops

12- infractions issued

5- criminal cases resulting in 3 arrests

Fire:

Officer in Charge John Lautenslager reported the department sent Brush 1 to Spokane to aid in
the large fire. He and his crew worked for 24 hours straight before they were relieved of their
duties.

Lautenslager stated there is a statewide burn ban- no open flames, no recreational burns or any
activity that could create sparks.

Public Works:

Hammer stated the Water Improvement went out to bid for water, sewer and storm replacement
on Island Street, this project will run from Main Street to Mill Street.
COMMITTEE/BOARD/COMISSION REPORTS:

OTHER BUSINESS:

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

MAYORS REPORT:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Pro Tem Huntwork adjourned the meeting at 7:41 p.m.

~Fim Retzer, Mayor/ _ Lynda LKLﬂamlich, City Clerk




