COLFAX CITY COUNCIL

August 17, 2026
CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Retzer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
ROLL CALL:

Golden, McRae, Schaefer, Mackleit, Sevedge and Huntwork: Present. Guenthner: Absent. A
motion was entered by Golden, seconded by Schaefer to excuse Guenthner. Roll Call: All Yes.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was entered by Golden, seconded by McRae to approve the minutes from the August
3, 2026 Council meeting. Roll Call: All Yes.

GOOD OF THE CITY:
Council members thanked the firefighters for their awesome work with the recent fires.

A memorial bench for Don “Bones” McClintock has been placed along the walking path at
McDonald Park.

The Cluckey Tri County Swim meet was Saturday August 1% the Colfax team did very well.

Bridgework on the 26-bridge rail should wrap up by the end of the month. Hammer stated this
repair was necessary as all the traffic will be routed on the 26-bridge during the round a bout
construction project.

BILLS AND CLAIMS:
A motion was entered by Schaefer, seconded by McRae to approve all bills and claims as
presented. Roll Call: All Yes.

"CLAIMS PAYROLL
#1027-12051 & EFT #12020-12026 & EFT
$52,689.66 $82,790.96

GRAND TOTAL: $135,480.62
CITIZENS REQUEST:
PUBLIC HEARING:

PRESENTATION/WORK STUDY:
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 26-15- Eagles Lodging Tax:
Eagles Secretary Danielle Wilson presented an application on behalf of the Eagles that includes
items that are on the club’s long-term vision which include:
Reader board
Computer/payment system
New freezers @ Fairgrounds
Steamer table upgrade @ Fairgrounds
Bands & Entertainment
Activities- darts, cornhole, pool, etc.
New A/C Unit

e Food for Fair
After lengthy discussion, the City Council determined that Hotel/Motel Tax funds ae intended to
support events that attract visitors from more than 50 miles away and generate overnight lodging
activity. The Council determined that several items included in the application did not meet the
eligibility requirements for Hotel/Motel Tax funding. The applicant was encouraged to revise
and resubmit the application with items that meet the established funding criteria.
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Resolution 26-16- Public Works-Reader Boards:

Matt Hammer submitted an application for new reader boards, stating they qualify as tourism-
related because WSDOT requires the city to use them when closing Main Street for downtown
parades and events. He noted that the current reader boards are in disrepair; both were sent to
Spokane for repairs, where one was found to be inoperable and was used for parts to temporarily
fix the other.

While Golden was initially skeptical, a review of the full RCW confirms that municipalities can
use these funds for tourism support infrastructure. Hammer also verified this application with
Attorney Kimball.

Additionally, Huntwork noted that the boards can be used to post public communications.

A motion was entered by Huntwork, seconded by Mackleit to approve Resolution 26-16 Public
Works Reader Boards. Roll Call: All Yes.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Fire:

Firefighter David Buckley reported that the department's practice of double staffing on red flag
warning days paid off during last week's South Palouse River Road fire.

Despite very dry and windy conditions, no homes were lost, though a few outbuildings and a
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train trestle were lost or damaged. Helicopter support was instrumental in containing the fire.
State Mobilization held command from Sunday until Wednesday at 1:00 p.m., and crews will
continue to monitor the area closely for several days.

Mutual aid was provided by every district in the county, alongside the City of Pullman, Moscow
Fire, Moscow Rural, Potlatch, Deary, and Troy.

Police:

Hammer reported for Chief Melcher that Ivan Martinez graduates tomorrow, his first shift will
be Wednesday.

Melcher has purchased tasers with the HB2015 Grant funding.

Stats:

25- calls for service

16- traffic stops

6- infractions

1-criminal case

Public Works:
Hammer stated crews have been doing a lot of catch up.

Administration:

Kramlich reported budgeting has started, department heads have been working on their 2027
budget proposals. Finance Director Amanda Link recently attended AWC budget training.
COMMITTEE/BOARD/COMISSION REPORTS:

OTHER BUSINESS:

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT:

MAYORS REPORT:

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT:
Mayor Retzer adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m.
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Lynda Kramlich, City Clerk




